2nd UK Mental Health Social Work Continuing Professional Development Conference
Mental Health Social Work: Opportunities and Challenges

11th July 2008

Description

The Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College London, and Making Research Count are pleased to invite you to our second annual UK mental health social work continuing professional development conference. 

In a year of opportunities and challenges for mental health social work, this conference will provide practitioners and managers with an opportunity to engage with new research and theory that informs contemporary practice. 

The conference will have two plenary sessions to discuss some of the current issues facing mental health social workers in the UK and we are pleased to welcome some exciting keynote speakers. The first plenary will focus on social work futures in general, and the role of social work in mental health services in particular.

The second plenary at the end of the day will have a dual focus on the social causes of psychosis and social workers’ views on what makes a good psychiatrist. To give everyone an opportunity to contribute to this discussion, we have created a very short survey to collate your views on what makes a good psychiatrist. Please click here to take the survey: What makes a good psychiatrist? This survey should take you no longer than 5 minutes to complete. To thank you for your time we will be submitting all completed entries into a prize draw. 3 lucky winners will be drawn at random. The first prize will be a book voucher worth £30 provided by Shirley Ayres Consulting. Two runner-up prizes will be signed copies of Martin Webber’s book ’Evidence-based policy and practice in mental health social work’ to be published by Learning Matters in July 2008. The prize draw will take place at the end of the conference.

The conference will also have ten symposia, each containing three papers of relevance to mental health social workers on the following subjects:

· Mental health services 

· Perspectives on self-harm 

· Anti-oppressive practice 

· Partnership working 

· Assessing assessments 

· Rights and values in practice 

· Supported employment 

· Professional leadership 

· Carers and recovery 

· Mental health social work in primary care 

The conference will have an exhibition area and the following organisations have confirmed their attendance so far:

Social Perspectives Network 
Skills for Care London 
Social Care Institute for Excellence 
British Association of Social Workers 
Institute of Psychiatry 
Making Research Count 
This conference will provide 7 hours of post-registration training and learning for social workers. 

This conference is organized by the MSc in Mental Health Social Work with Children & Adults course team in partnership with Making Research Count. 

Speakers

Morning plenary

Don Brand (Consultant, Social Care Institute for Excellence)
Prof Nick Gould (Professor of Social Work, University of Bath)
Jim Thomas (Programme Head, New Types of Worker, Skills for Care)

Afternoon plenary

Dr Craig Morgan (Senior Lecturer in Social Science and Social Care, IoP)
Prof Dinesh Bhugra (Professor of Mental Health and Cultural Diversity, IoP, and President-elect of Royal College of Psychiatrists)

